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The Missouri River headwaters, where the Madison, Jefferson, and
Gallatin rivers meet at Three Forks. Lewis and Clark passed through
here July 24 –28, 1805.

much of the 

Lewis and Clark Trail

Remains remarkably

unchanged from when the

Corps of Discovery passed

this way 200 years ago��

�



Facing page: The White Cliffs of the Missouri River. Clockwise from top left: the lower Yellowstone River; the Missouri River near Hardy; approaching Lemhi Pass from
the east; the Big Hole River Valley. Below right: milkweed along the Missouri River near Great Falls.



Above: The view from Pompeys Pillar on the Yellowstone River near Billings. Below right: Clark’s signature carved in the sandstone of Pompeys Pillar, the
only remaining visible evidence of the expedition’s passage. 
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NO LONGER AS THEY WERE  Clockwise, from top left: The expedition’s arrival marked the beginning of the end of Indians’ traditional way of life (L.A. Huffman, 1896). Though wolves are making a comeback, they will never con-
gregate in “vast assemblages,” as Lewis described them while near Augusta (photographer and date unknown). Bison, which once roamed freely across the Great Plains, are now confined to parks and ranches (photographer and date

unknown). The Great Falls of the Missouri River, a major milestone in Lewis and Clark’s journey, are now flooded beneath a series of impoundments (photographer and date unknown). Photos courtesy of the Montana Historical Society, Helena.

Above: The Yellowstone River west of Miles
City. Below: Beaverhead Rock, near Dillon.


